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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-31 are subject to examination. Claims 20 — 31 are new claims. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicants arguments with respect to claim 1-3, 10-12 and 15-17 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

However, Examiner would like to thank the Applicant for providing the 
clarification on the claims limitations by stating "Applicant has therefore amended the 
term "associated with said user" to replace it by the term "specific to said user" 
(emphasis added) at all occurrences throughout the claims as currently pending in this 
application. This amendment clarifies that the pre-specified message that is stored at 
the messaging server and that is to be sent from the messaging server to a destination 
party mail box in response to a user input is a message that is specific to that user and, 
by inference, not specific to other users. The pre-specified message is made specific to 
the user by virtue of the fact that the user creates the message for storage on the 
messaging server by way of pre-recording the message at the user's mail box. Basis 
for this amendment is found at page 2, lines 19 to 21 ." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless- 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
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filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and 
was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lung et 
al. (hereinafter Lung)(US 6, 532, 230 B1). 
Referring to claim 1, 

Lung teaches a messaging system arranged to allow a user to send a pre-specified 
message to a destination party mail box (Fig. 4), said messaging system comprising a 
communications network comprising:- 

a) a messaging server arranged to store a pre-specified message specific to 
said user (Fig. 4, element 535, col. 7, line 32-36,"lnitialIy a user uses a telephone 
handset to dial a predetermined "attachment" feature code, step 600 preferably an 
extension number as will be explained below. Next, typically in response to a voice 
prompt, the user records a voice message, step 610."); 

b) an input to the communications network arranged to receive a user input 
from said user; and 

c) a destination party mail box; wherein when a specified user input is 
received from said user at the input, the pre-specified message is sent to the destination 
party mail box from the messaging server, (col. 7, line 36-44," In a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention, the system digitizes the voice message and 
places the recorded message in an "attachment" area (a directory or file), associated 
with the user, step 615. Then when the user sends an e-mail message to the system, 
the system determines whether there is a recorded message in the "attachment" area 
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associated with the user, step 620. If so, the system forms a mixed-media message by 
combining the e-mail message and the recorded message, step 630.") 
Referring to claim 2, 

Lung teaches a messaging system as claimed in claim 1 wherein said input comprises a 
terminal connected to the communications network and comprising a user interface. 
(Fig. 4, element "DESKTOP COMPUTER", col. 6, line 30-32) 
Referring to claim 3, 

Lung teaches a messaging system as claimed in claim 2 wherein the terminal is 
connected to the messaging server via a communications network node being a private 
branch exchange. (Fig. 2, element "CO", col. 1, line 18-25, col. 5, line 33-46, Fig.11, col. 
10, line 25-38). 
Referring to claim 4, 

Lung teaches a messaging system as claimed in claim 1 wherein the messaging server 
comprises a processor arranged to append information received from a user of the pre- 
specified message. (Fig. 4, element 440, col. 7, line 1-12) 
Referring to claim 5, 

Lung teaches a messaging system as claimed in claim 1 wherein the messaging server 
comprises a processor arranged to append information received from a user to the pre- 
specified message to create a combined message such that in use the messaging 
server is later able to separate the appended information from the combined message, 
(col. 7, line 32-44, Figs. 9 and 10) 
Referring to claim 6, 
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Lung teaches a messaging system as claimed in claim 5 wherein the processor is 
arranged to create the combined message such that, in use, when the combined 
message is displayed to a user the appended information is displayed as part of the 
pre-specified message, (col. 7, line 32-44, Figs. 9 and 10) 
Referring to claim 7, 

Lung teaches a messaging system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the messaging server 
is a multimedia messaging server.(Fig.4, element 535) 
Referring to claim 8, 

Lung teaches a messaging system as claimed in claim 1 wherein the destination party 
mail box is located on a second messaging server. (Fig.11) 
Referring to claim 9, 

Lung teaches a messaging system as claimed in claim 3 wherein the communications 
network node is arranged to route the additional information to the messaging server 
together with one or more control signals that are arranged to indicate that the 
additional information is to be appended to a pre-specified message, (col. 8, line 53-62) 
Referring to claim 10, 

Lung teaches a messaging system as claimed in claim 1 wherein the pre-specified 
message is stored in a mail box on the messaging server, said mail box being 
associated with the user. (Fig.11) 
Referring to claim 11, 
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Lung teaches a method of sending a pre-specified message specific to a user, from said 
user to a destination party mail box in a communications network (Fig. 4), said method 
comprising the steps of:- 

(i) storing said pre-specified message at a messaging server in the 
communications network (Fig.4, element 535, col. 7, line 32-36); 

(ii) receiving an input from said user, said input indicating that the pre- 
specified message is to be sent to the destination party mail box ; and 

(iii) sending the pre-specified message from the messaging server to 

the destination party mail box. (col. 7, line 36-44) 
Referring to claim 12, 

Lung teaches a method as claimed in claim 1 1 wherein the input is received via a 
terminal. (Fig. 4, element "DESKTOP COMPUTER", col. 6, line 30-32) 
Referring to claim 13, 

Lung teaches a method as claimed in claim 12 which further comprises setting up a 
call between the terminal and the messaging server and receiving information from 
the user via this call, to be appended to the pre-specified message. (col. 9, line 49-52) 
Referring to claim 14, 

Lung teaches a method as claimed in claim 13 wherein the call is routed via a 
communications network node between the terminal and the messaging server and 
wherein that communications network node is arranged to send a control signal to the 
messaging server, indicating that the received information is to be appended to the pre- 
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specified message, .(col. 9, line 49-52, Fig. 4, Fig.11, (Fig. 2, element "CO", col. 1, line 
18-25, col. 5, line 33-46, Fig.11, col. 10, line 25-38) 
Referring to claims 15, 

Lung teaches a messaging server for sending a pre-specified message specific to a 
user, from said user to a destination party mail box in a communications network (Fig. 4, 
element 408, and Fig. 11), said messaging server comprising: 

(i) a store containing the pre-specified message (Fig. 4, element 510); 

(ii) an input arranged to receive information from said user, said information 
indicating that the pre-specified message is to be sent to the destination party mail box 
(Fig.4, elements 535 and 520, col. 7, line 36-44); 

(iii) a processor arranged to send the pre-specified message to the destination 
party mail box (Fig.4, element 440). 

Referring to claim 16, 

Lung teaches a communications network comprising a destination party mail box and a 
messaging server for sending a pre-specified message specific to a user, from said user 
to the destination party mail box (Figs. 4 and 11), said messaging server (Fig.4, element 
408) comprising: 

(i) a store containing the pre-specified message specific to said user (Fig. 4, 
element 510); 

(ii) an input arranged to receive information from said user, said information 
indicating that the pre-specified message is to be sent to the destination party mail box 
(col. 7, line 36-44); and 
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(iii) a processor arranged to send the pre-specified message to the destination 
party mail box. (Fig.4, element 440). 
Referring to claim 17, 

Claim 17 is a claim to a computer program that carries out the method steps of claim 
15. Therefore, claim 17 is rejected for the reasons set forth for the claim 15. 
Referring to claim 18, 

Lung teaches a communications signal arranged to be routed between a terminal and a 
messaging server, said communications signal comprising information associated with a 
user and a control signal which indicates that the information is to be appended to a 
pre-specified message at the messaging server, said pre-specified message being 
specific to said user.(Fig.5) 
Referring to claim 19, 

Lung teaches a communications network node arranged to be connected between a 
terminal and a messaging server, said communications network node comprising a 
processor arranged to set up a call between the terminal and the messaging server and 
to route information specific to a user from the terminal to the messaging server using 
this call, wherein the processor is further arranged to send a control signal with the 
routed information, said control signal indicating that the routed information is to be 
appended to a pre- specified message at the message server, said pre-specified 
message being associated with said user. (Fig. 2, element "CO", col. 1, line 18-25, col. 
5, line 33-46, Fig.11, col. 10, line 25-38, col. 7, line 32-44). 
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Referring to claim 20, 

Lung teaches a messaging system arranged to allow a user to send a pre-specified 
message to a destination party mail box(Fig. 4)„ said messaging system comprising a 
communications network comprising: 

a) a messaging server arranged to store a pre-specified message(Fig. 4, element 
535, col. 7, line 32-36,"lnitially a user uses a telephone handset to dial a predetermined 
"attachment" feature code, step 600 preferably an extension number as will be 
explained below. Next, typically in response to a voice prompt, the user records a voice 
message, step 610."); 

b) an input to the communications network arranged to receive a user input from 
said user; and 

c) a destination party mail box; wherein when a specified user input is received 
from said user at the input, the pre-specified message is sent to the destination party 
mail box from the messaging server (col. 7, line 36-44," In a preferred embodiment of 
the present invention, the system digitizes the voice message and places the recorded 
message in an "attachment" area (a directory or file), associated with the user, step 
615. Then when the user sends an e-mail message to the system, the system 
determines whether there is a recorded message in the "attachment" area associated 
with the user, step 620. If so, the system forms a mixed-media message by combining 
the e-mail message and the recorded message, step 630."); 

wherein the messaging system further comprises a processor arranged to 
append spoken information received from the user to the pre-specified message prior to 
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it being sent to the destination party mail box. (Fig.5, col. 10, line 49-52," An e-mail 
message may also be text alone, text and an image, an image alone, a presentation 
with images, text and audio narration or accompaniment, or any other data converted 
for transmittal via an electronic mail system." 
Referring to claim 21, 

Lung teaches a messaging system as claimed in claim 20 wherein said input comprises 
a user terminal connected to the communications network and comprising a user 
interface. (Fig. 4, element "DESKTOP COMPUTER", col. 6, line 30-32) 
Referring to claim 22, 

Lung teaches a messaging system a: claimed in claim 21 wherein, in response to a 
further user input, said processor is arranged to establish a call between the user 
terminal and the messaging system to receive from said user the spoken information to 
be appended to the pre-specified message, (.col. 9, line 49-52) 
Referring to claim 23, 

Lung teaches a messaging system as claimed in claim 20 wherein the processor is 
arranged to append the spoken information received from the user to the pre- specified 
message to create a combined message such that the messaging server is later able to 
separate the appended spoken information from the combined message, (col. 9, line 
49-52, col. 7, line 32-44, Figs. 9 and 10) 
Referring to claim 24, 

Lung teaches a messaging system as claimed in claim 20 wherein the pre-specified 
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message is stored in a mail box on the messaging server, said mail box being 
associated with the user.( (Fig.1 1 ) 
Referring to claim 25, 

Claim 25 is a claim to a method of sending a pre-specified message from a user to a 
destination party mail box in a communications network incorporated by the system of 

20. Therefore claim 25 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 20. 
Referring to claim 26, 

Claim 26 is a claim to a method of sending a pre-specified message from a user to a 
destination party mail box in a communications network incorporated by the system of 

21 . Therefore claim 26 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 21 . 
Referring to claim 27, 

Claim 27 is a claim to a method of sending a pre-specified message from a user to a 
destination party mail box in a communications network incorporated by the system of 

22. Therefore claim 27 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 22. 
Referring to claim 28, 

Claim 28 is a claim to a method of sending a pre-specified message from a user to a 
destination party mail box in a communications network incorporated by the system of 

23. Therefore claim 28 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 23. 
Referring to claim 29, 

Claim 29 is a claim to a messaging server that carries out the method of claim 25. 
Therefore claim 29 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 25. 
Referring to claim 30, 
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Claim 30 is a claim to communications network incorporating the system of claim 20. 
Therefore claim 30 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 20. 
Referring to claim 31, 

Claim 31 is a claim to computer program stored on a computer readable medium, said 
computer program being for controlling a messaging server of claim 29. Therefore 
claim 31 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 29. 

Conclusion 

Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, 
to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the 
claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the Examiner. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ashok B. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3972. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A. Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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